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OFFICE OF THE COUNTY AUDITOR 
INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 

 
 
TO:  All Council Members 

FROM:  Lauren M. Smelkinson, County Auditor 

DATE:  February 26, 2016 

SUBJECT: Addendum to Council Meeting Notes 

 

 

 

Please find attached an updated fiscal note for Bill 4-16 to the Council Meeting Notes issued February 

25, 2016.  You will note additional information and an attached letter. 

 

This item will be discussed at the March 1, 2016 work session for the March 7, 2016 Council meeting. 
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cc:  notes distribution list 
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Council Fiscal Note March 7, 2016 

 
 
Bill 4-16  Council District(s) _3_ 
 

 
Councilmembers Kach and Marks 

 

 
Mercantile Exposition Overlay District  

 

 

Bill 4-16 prohibits satellite simulcast betting (off-track betting) and intertrack betting at the 

Maryland State Fair property in Timonium. 

 

The Maryland State Fair & Agricultural Society, Inc. is a Maryland non-profit corporation that 

owns and operates the 100-acre fairgrounds property abutting York Road in Timonium.  The 

annual State Fair has been held there for over 100 years.  Currently, the Fair conducts 10 days 

of thoroughbred racing in conjunction with the State Fair in late August of each year. 

 

In 2012, the Council created the Mercantile Exposition Overlay District.  The district is applied to 

a tract of land of at least 80 acres, zoned for commercial or industrial use, that is owned by an 

agricultural society.  The uses permitted consist of a variety of commercial and agricultural 

activities.  Slot machines and video lottery facilities are expressly prohibited (Bill 16-12). The 

district was applied to the Fairgrounds property during the 2012 CZMP. 

 

One of the permitted uses is “thoroughbred horse racing and pari-mutuel betting”, i.e., the 10 

days of racing during the State Fair and betting thereon, including off-track betting during those 

10 days.  See the attached letter of advice (Exhibit A), dated February 16, for a more complete 

explanation of the background and effect of Bill 16-12. 

 

The Maryland Jockey Club has applied for a permit from the Maryland Racing Commission to 

operate a satellite simulcast betting facility (off-track betting) at the Maryland State Fairgrounds. 

Bill 4-16 proposes to expressly prohibit off-track betting at a mercantile exposition overlay 

district, effectively prohibiting off-track betting at the Maryland State Fairgrounds except during 

the authorized 10 days of racing that are conducted concurrently with the State Fair. 

 

With the affirmative vote of five members of the County Council and signature by the County 

Executive, Bill 4-16 will take effect on the date of enactment, retroactive to January 1, 2016. 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


